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From Independence to Freedom
Hello, my unknown friend! I am from Georgia, and I want to tell you about my country’s
long and difficult path to state independence and freedom.

My homeland has a 4,000-year-old history, and during this time, it has often had to fight
to protect its identity. Most of these fights were unequal, but we never gave up.

Georgia is a beautiful country with a rich history and culture. It has one of the oldest
alphabets in the world. It is known as the birthplace of wine and the land of the Golden
Fleece.

Because of its important location and amazing nature, Georgia was often attacked by
powerful empires throughout history.

I am very proud of my great ancestors and their centuries-long struggle for the
independence and freedom of our homeland a struggle that even made invaders angry
and frustrated.

The restoration of Georgia’s state independence, after the First World War and the events
in Russia, was also influenced by the national movement that started in the 19th century.

The great Ilia Chavchavadze, together with other members of the "Tergdaleulebi" group,
tried hard to awaken the national spirit in Georgians at a time when Georgia was part of
the Russian Empire.

It was as if they were preparing the country for future independence. They founded the
Society for the Spread of Literacy, created the first Georgian bank, published newspapers
and magazines, and began the fight for the independence of the Georgian Church.

The most important period on Georgia’s path to independence began in 1917, when
internal unrest and revolutions started in Russia. As a result, Lenin came to power.

At the same time, the Georgian National Council and many Georgian patriots used the
situation in Russia to their advantage. On May 26, 1918, Georgia declared its
independence.

From that day, Georgian culture and art began to grow again. As time passed, Georgia
moved closer to European values. Many talented artists appeared during this time.

In Thilisi, many cafés and bars were opened, Georgian literature developed, and poetry
evenings were held.



During these years, the first Georgian opera was performed, and the first Georgian
university was opened. This university is named after its founder vane Javakhishvili.

At that time, the Georgian government understood that danger still loomed from its
northern neighbor. To avoid this threat, they attempted to join the League of Nations, but
their efforts were unsuccessful. In February 1921, the Russian army began its invasion,
and on February 21, Georgia was once again occupied by Russia. This time, the occupying
state was called the Soviet Union. The Soviet regime brought censorship, and many
patriots fell victim to repression.

The great Soviet empire could not suppress the Georgians. Under the leadership of
Kakutsa Cholokashvili, Georgians united to organize an uprising. They were called the
"Shephitsulebi" (the sworn men). Their attempt failed, and the Georgian people were
ultimately incorporated into the Soviet Union against their will.

By the late 1980s, internal unrest had begun to spread across the entire Soviet empire. On
April 9, 1989, Georgians protested against being under Soviet control. They demanded
independence. Russian troops were deployed, and 16 people lost their lives in the
crackdown. Two years later, Georgia declared its independence.

History repeated itself. Gaining independence once again awakened in the Georgian
people a desire to move closer to Europe. Without the support and recognition of
European states, it will be difficult for my country to continue its fight for freedom,
especially given the current geopolitical situation.

My country is a member of the Council of Europe, from whose tribune these words were
once spoken: "I am Georgian, and therefore I am European." To this day, we continue to
fight for the meaning behind those words—every generation stands in this struggle. It is a
fight from independence to true freedom.

Dear friend,

With this letter, I wish to introduce my European peers to the history of Georgia and to
show them how deeply Georgian youth are committed to the path of freedom. I assure
you that my generation and I will live in a united, free, and European Georgia.



